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We present a comparison of 5 software platforms for scientific agent-based models (ABMs):  NetLogo, MASON, Repast, and two implementations of Swarm (JavaSwarm and Objective-C Swarm).   The comparison is from the point of view of a non-expert programmer who has an interest in developing ABM’s in some particular scientific field.  In order to compare the platforms, we implemented of a collection of example models in each platform.  The example models are not based on any real modeling task, but rather are implementations of a collection of fictional model specifications designed by us to include a variety of features commonly included in a “typical” ABM.  We discuss ease of implementation in the 5 different platforms, pitfalls likely to be encountered by non-expert programmers, and also present a rough comparison of execution speed. 
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